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death to give way to wars in which blood was
poured out on a hitherto unprecedented scale,
In 1519, as we have seen, Charles V came into
his inheritance, On May 8,1521, he presided at
the Diet of Worms, which outlawed Luther; but
he never forgave himself for letting him escape
with his life, The great earthquake that was going
to rock and shock Europe for three hundred years
had begun; and a large part of the Continent
was never, to the present day, to regain the unity
which was then lost, Europe was at the beginning
of a new age; and anything that came to birth
then was either doomed to immediate extinction
or destined to grow and flourish in the new era
that was dawning,